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CONNEXIONAL PUNCTUATION 
Oratorically Hatended. 


ea OF eee 


ONNEXIONAL Poncrtvation (equally, I presume , 
to-every-language applicable , and alike in-each when- 
~perfect counterparting the combinations of eloquence ,) 
is a subject of a character may-I-say-? “so delicate”, if 
not to-too-many actually of aversion, that some interest- 
-exciting remarks, prefatory to a plea for its amendment , 
may be as indispensible as advantageous . 


I know there are persons who suppose they never 
notice the punctuation of what they read -to whom it 
seems of no moment and unworthy of attention; and that 
there are those who say “ let well alone ” without consider- 
ing that that is not well that may be, and therefore ought 
to be, better; and also what might have the permission 
of the former would have the ‘contempt of the latter] and 
the derision of those who idolize-precedent to the neglect 
of the glorious contests of right-against-wrong and progress 
versus sticking in the mire. ‘The lattempt herein made 
to introduce and advocate a more elastic and effective 
grouping of cur written and printed compositions? is 
subject not merely to the already-enumerated drawbacks 
of prejudice, but to the drawback of (may I say?) but- 
-provisional *‘ officers ” (types transferred to new duties, to- 
-which they are imperfectly adapted, devoid of that neatness 
and fitness we may hope to find in more appropriate - 
permanent successors). 


With a taste for, and admiration of, Mathematical 
precision, and accustomed to correct the Press; often 
ponderingly have I wondered why it is we clog-our- 
selves by a lax and systemless punctuation that appears to 
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have arisen from a mere desire for conformity to precedent 
where all the precedent has existed with no other rule 
than ‘to avoid being almost necessarily misunderstood] 
and to attempt though-but-trivially to assist the reader.— 
Gladly would I simply lay-down a few rules for panctua- 
tion, and give a systematic arrangement of all the points 
available , and thus overspread a mere page or two; but 
then are there not 10,000 presses teeming with information 
through a medium of types pointed, though in advance of 
the typography of precédent times, 'yet sadly too servile 
to the precedent of an acquired inefficient practice , and by 
men too hurried and pre-occupied to be inclined to 
contemplate the introduction of novelties, howsoever 
advantageous or howsoever rationally recommended, if, un- 
like new machinery or goods or speed-producing power, 
they present no prospect of early pecuniary emolument!. 
Nevertheless, when we would exhibit our views, and 
impart our sentiments , to society and the world, it is our 
duty to do so in the most perspicuous and intelligible 
manner ;—if through the printing-press, that the possibility 
of misconstruction be reduced to minimum; so that in 
one’s absence, when one’s voice expresses-not our meaning, 
there be still the greatest possible approach to the viva 
voce abundant means of exhibiting varieties of coalescences, 
and breaks, in our word-grouping, though merely on a 
paper- or other but-short-enduring surface . 


The obscurity or ambiguity, to be avoided, arises 
chiefly from synonism; and ‘the method I recommend 
for its extermination’ has gradually dawned upon my 
own mind during a long series of years wherein the 
subject has, more or less, had my attention: and the 
importance-of-its-adoption to the public, both writers and 
readers , seems to render-imperative the duty of drawing to- 
-it merited attention , whilst shewing its desirability. Why 
when the art was acquired of rendering-glass so transparent 
as to well-adapt it for lenses - reflectors - microscopes - 
telescopes—for all its object-magnifying and space-pene- 
trating applications—without refraction or discolouration, — 
was-not a grand advantage gained over-the-past the loss 
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whereof, did it occur, we should deeply deplore ? and were 
they not glorious and unparalleled victories when steam 
and telegraphy, directed by scientific skill, well-nigh anni- 
hilated duli life-consuming intervals of time and space ? 
And now; when the oratorical Fenchanter of thousands 
of his fellows], in words whose fine thrilling cadences 
strike charmingly on the ear, awakens those intended 
heart-stirring emotions which chiefly the propriety, 
and perfect perspicuity , of the grouping-of-those-words1 
enable-the-enchanter instantly to effect—transfusing, to 
his audience, then and thitherto lacking, simultaneously 
illumination and conviction and zeal , or a real participa- 
tion in, and enjoyment of, the views and the spirit of the 
speaking Orator; shall we forbid the typographic page to 
“ trespass’ beyond-the-ordinary in attempted approxima- 
tion to the fascinating speaker ’s commanding skill and 
efficacy ? Let it not be so!. Let us at-least give attentive 
consideration to any reasonable advocacy for such 
professed amendment ,—- though, until it be proved 
to us, we defer to hail it as the little instrument 
to effect the great results of-which it is stated to be 
capable—to banish ambiguity and obscurity from our 
laws - to rescue-from-obliviousness bright gems of poetry - 
to remove many needless causes of profitless controversy ; 
and to facilitate the dissemination of science, as well as 
aid scientific skill in her profound and miracle-effecting 
researches . 


-However-much mathematically-accurate punctuation 
be despised- and however ‘unprepared or unfit for its 
immediate adoption!’ be our type-compositors; yet surely 
there are some lovers-of-truth who, searching into the 
derivation of our words , seek to secure to-them a pure,- a 
fixed, and an unvarying signification. Should the renova- 
tion begin in our own times when Fall that is well-worth 
reading of what is already published? shall be, by 
the duly qualified , well sifted and purged and reproduced 
pure, the agents thereto may gladly avail-themselves of the 
aid of the further transparency-imparting qualities of an 
advanced expansive and mathematical system of punctua- 
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tion; and we may rejoice in the results.—And why allow 
an already-available aid-to-progress to remain idle, and 
its introduction to be deferred to another generation ? 
Why should not ‘they who see its excellent adaptations 
(not for the profound truth-lover, and the mind mathemat- 
ical, alone, but) especially for the less-reflective and the 
more-deliberate readers who have neither time nor inclina~ 
tion to re-peruse and apply the reconstructive interpretation 
which the actual grouping, by a puerile growth-stunted 
precedent-idolizing “punctuation”, too-often so sadly, and 
to-many so grievously, requires 1 at-once introduce into- 
-our-literature this vitalizing ambiguity-expelling capacity, 
that may shew the ‘members of our orations and discourses? 
duly developed and natarally united in the graceful 
proportions of their symmetrical beauty ? and (too truly 
may it not be said?) enable Commanding Officers ‘so to 
frame their short messages! that their Aides-de-Camp 
never by-ambiguous-orders more than decimate a Light 
Cavalry Brigade, of-the-army at-once the pride and the 
beauty ? 


To impart Tas much as may be, without its lamentable 
evanescence, of that vast and well-nigh boundless cap- 
tivating capacity of the gifted and accomplished orator? 
to the permanent, if not everlasting, typographic page , 
is the object contemplated in this proposed extended 
Punctuation. When so much is attainable and only 
wanting the will and the courage , why should the orators- 
-of-our-day have but the means of a Demosthenes and a 
Cicero! to ‘extend their swelling periods in all their 
ornate rotundity! ‘beyond the confines of a listening 
auditory] even to the gazing information-sucking eyes of 
multitudes, ultimately if-not-instantly of a number 
limited but by the extent of their curiosity or their 
distance from the printing-press , yea or (in, a few years 
one may perhaps say) by the limit of the human race 
itself. Then now oh ministering angels lend your aid! 
ye poets wait not to see how flows the tide of public 
approbation; but let the flowing metre of your verse at- 
-once be rendered for-ever unmistakeable! And, ye 
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legislators who promulgate the laws that sway the learned 
judges of the land, confer upon-our-laws the (it-may-be 
simple-seeming, but) time- and study-saving aid of our 
oratorically-extended Punctuation . 





Now let us inspect our poverty and the extent of our 
resources . 


There are, in ordinary use supported by sanction of 

precedent, ten disjunctive points ; 
8 ed | 314,75 |{ 6 ‘A 8 9 10 
eds bl t ls lies 

and BUT ONE junctive-point joining closer than the word- 
-space, the hyphen (-). Now in-a-grand-stream-of-utter- 
ance comparatively-few disjunctives appear :—and thus, I 
conceive, the coalescences will generally outnumber the 
breaks :—but, in all our precedents for coalescence- 
-denotation, does there more than a solitary point 
present itself: so that we have 10 breach-makers to but 1 
one-piece maker ; so ten-to-one no one will deny that our 
dumb hyphen has had a precious hard time of it, and is 
at-last very lucky to have met with a. writer and 
advocate, however feeble and unsuitable , who now states 
that we ought to brighten-her up with some good society 
and assistants despite President Slowcoach and Miss 
Leader Broadway (her blind old “ guardians”) of whom 
she shall be independent in the sole charge of guardians 
more-angelic. 

To aid-the-hyphen in coalescence-denotation I propose 
a semi*-hyphen and the group-enclosers “1”. ‘The want- 
-of-these subjécts the English Author, I conceive, to 
difficulties unknown to the Latin and those other lan- 
guages where the case of-the-noun and mood and person 
of-the-verb are denoted-terminationally in the word itself, 
_ without detached auxiliary words, or prepositions; and 
where its mere-terminational-change allows a word to be 
the-more-unmistakeably placed in the position that would 
give-it that precedence or delay as should best suit its 
importance , and render-it-, accordantly to the wish and 


*or double-. 
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purpose of the author, the more-or-less emphatic or con- 
trastive. In-English the words-termed-“ prepositions ” are 
perhaps-as-often “also adverbs or verb- -qualifiers : thus (1) 
“he gave-in to it” - (2) “ he gave in toit ,” and (3) “he 
gave ‘into it,” - are three different expressions —the first 
expressing his yielding to it,- the second being ambiguous 
or obscure, and the third denoting a doualon which 
entered it. The semi-hyphen is indispensible to 
shew a compound word comprised in a _ hyphened 
group ;—and the hyphen may also be occasionally assisted 
by the comma ,—thus at the eighth line of the following 
quotation from Tennyson’s ‘‘ Godiva .” 

*‘ Then fied-she to her inmost bower, and there 

Unclasp’d the wedded eagles of her belt, 

The grim Earl’s gift: but ever at-a-breath 

She linger’d, looking like a summer-moon 

Half-dipt in cloud! anon she shook her head , 

And shower’d-the-rippled-ringlets to her knee ; - 

Unclad-herself in haste , - adown-the-stair 

Stole on, and like-a-creeping-sunbeam slid 

From-pillar,-unto-pillar until she reach’d 

The gateway.” 


Tn ordinary prevalent punctuation the comma is never 
spaced-off from the word it succeeds; in French they lspace- 
-out the comma from] the word: now I propose that the 
comma be used both ways; spaced-out as a group-point, 
and unspaced-out when a mere-word-point. ‘Thus 


‘There are three systems or methods of book-building, of- 
-which any-one may be adopted by Europeans who desire to give 
to-the-public their impressions with regard to the once happy-and- 
-United States of America .” 


Here the comma-after-“ book-building” is a group-point, 
extending back beyond its next precédent word. Again - 


“It is hardly necessary to state that, according to the fashion 
or plan in question, the [voyage of-distinguisbed-Europeans 
through Americal is converted into a kind of public progress or 
ovation .” 


Here the comma-after-“ that” is a word-point ta the word 
that reads on-with or into the continuation after the next 
comma, which is a group-puint after the word “question.” 
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Also observe “ through America,” instead of expressing 
the route , would at-first-reading signify “ by means of 
America”, {thus naturally attaching-the- phrase to the 
words it precedes) had-not ‘the group-bounders grouped-it 
to the previous words. 


By the introduction of the semi-hyphen and group- 
bounders , a vast extent-of-expressive- -capacity 1S imparted 
to the typography ; ; and the much-to-do time-saving men 
of-our-day may as well enjoy the benefit of the boon. 


The available points will then be as follow , 
SINGLE-WORD POINTS. 











Junctive. Disjunctive. 
1 2 3 4 OTF 
. y- | word-space. Ps coe 
GROUP-POINTS EE pea ay 


eee | | ° Pose (te ae hy 
To which we add the group-bounders 
UA, yeh a. G. oval 
and the ellipsis-point “ -. 
And the distinguishing functions, of the two orders of 
points , will now be evident; the mere-word-space interve- 


ning the two orders, it naturally alone appearing between 
every word in the grand main-stream of utterance . 


That I am not the first to lament the defects of our 
punctuation the following quotation may suffice to shew. 
From Walker's Elements of Elocution. 

“ Till therefore we have a point which, like one of the Hebrew 
points , fat the same time that it marks a distinction between parts! 
‘marks a necessary connexion between-them also. we must be 
content to let this useful ‘pause in reading and speaking] ge 
unmarked in writing and printing.” 

And I anticipate the new group-bounder may fill this 
complained-of gap . 


Thus the Points as-regards-their-functions are of two 


kinds . 
Ist. THE JUNCTIVE. 


2nd. THE DISJUNCTIVE, 
The disjunctive are also subdivisible into word-points and 


10 Connexional Punctuation 


group-points. And every point is regulated according to 
its neighbouring points: e.g. a compound word Tin an 
adjectival hyphened group! should exhibit by-the-semi- 
-hyphen its closer coalescence, whilst the full hyphen 
joins the distinct words of the group;—and it is better to 
omit the point when but an unforthcoming semi-comma is 
required rather than by-inserting-a-full-comma obscure-a 
-sentence by counteracting the effect of a contiguous really 
required full one. The Junctive-points are the hyphen 
(-) - semi-hyphen (-)* and group-bounders (f1) and the 
word-dividing space (blank only): all the other points 
are Disjunctive. 


The Points may again be divided into two kinds as 
regards the extent of their effect or influence ; viz. 


1. WORD-POINTS: 
2. GROUP-POINTS. 


The influence of every point is always limited by the 
next contiguous point of greater power; but, to filla gap 
which has hitherto been the greatest stumbling-block and 
discrepancy in pointing, the comma [whilst ready to 
officiate as the least of the group-series! must also act as 
the greatest or the only stngle-word point of the disjunctive 
series. When a group-point, it is spaced-off from the 
word it is placed-after; but, when only a word-point, it 
then joins close as part of the word ,—a position it has 
ordinarily hitherto ambiguously occupied in either 
capacity. For instance :— 

“¢ The new harbour-at-Morecambe, which extends rapidly , is well 
adapted for first-class ships .” 
Here (whether it is Morecambe, or the new harbour , that 
extends rapidly ,1 depends upon whether the comma is 
spaced-off as a group-point or joins as a word-point: it 
joins as a word-point, thereby signifying it is Morecambe 
that extends. Pages might be overspread with instances 
of such perpetually-recurring obscurities , but, as this may 
already be sufficiently clear , the examples need-not much 
extend. The Typography of this pamphlet may serve 

aT 0. aM Ties Sees 


* No semi- or double- hyphen used in this book ’s-punctuation . 
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as an example of the effect of the proposed and now- 
-experimented expanded Punctuation: but more quoted 
‘matter with-remarks may be desirable. 


“ Punctuation is a modern art: the ancients were entirely un- 
acquainted with our commas-colons &c.; and wrote [not-only 
without any distinction of members and periods , but also without 
distinction of words!,—which custom, Lipsius observes , continued 
till the 104th Olympiad , during-which-time the sense alone divided 
the discourse .” 

Withont the ellipsis-point , the young learner might have 
considered that the word “ colons” was used to explain 
the word “commas ”, and unhyphened it might be read as 
« during-that-Olympiad , time-the-sense divided the dis- 


”? 


course”: such liability is now avoided . 


Now follow some examples of Prepositions which may 
be read also Adverbs. 


*‘ While there, keep up the chimney, which is dangerous .” 


This tells-some-one to remain where he is, up the chimney. 


“ While there, keep-up the chimney, which is dangerous .” 


This directs that the chimney have the necessary supports 


to keep-it up. 


** Keep under the body.” 


Incorrectly so printed in the Bible, as if directing to 
remain under the body . “ Keep-under the body” (making 
“ under” an adverb) signifies “ subdue the body .” 


« Laugh down the sub-street Railway-tunnels ” signifies 
where to laugh: but ‘ Laugh-down the tunnels” is to 
[dispel the subject) by derisive laughter . 


Into - to and unto are customary, but why does custom 
dread onto and ridiculously write “Jump on to the Box” 
(really expressing to jump forward till the box is reached) 
when “ Jump onto the box ” is intended, z.e. the jump to 
reach the outside summit-—as “Jump into the box” 


xO. 
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implies the jump must carry to the interior? Analogy 
has a right to onéo and neglects-her-own if she does not 
use it. Again, 7 
1. He went-in to it. 
2. He went in to it. 
3. He went into it. 
In-the-first (in being an adverb) we may learn he went 
into the room it was in; the second (less precise) may 
mean the same; and the third asserts that he entered it 
itself. And 
1. Go-up onit. 
2.5 Go upon It, 
3. Gouponit. 
The first signifies ascend on it. Second, being up, move 
on-it(?). ‘Third, move, with it under. 


1. He went-on to it. 
2. He wenton to it. 
3. He went onto it. 


Analogy would lead-us to interpret the above similarly: the 
first asserts a movement that reached it; the second might 
less-precisely mean the same, but, lacking precedent 
for ‘‘onto,” “‘ on to” has ambiguously-enough acted proxy 
for the third, which unmistakeably shews that he mounted 
its top or some part of the surface above its base. 


The following rhyme is not new to illustrate Punctua- 
tion. 
‘* Every lady in this land 
Has twenty nails upon each hand 
Five and twenty on hands and feet. 
And this is true without deceit .” 


Pointed, it reads 


Every lady in-this-land 

Has twenty nails ;—upon-each-hand 
Five ; and twenty on hands and feet. 
And this is true without deceit. 


Rivington’s advertise “The arranged as said edition of 
the Book of Common Prayer ” instead of “ ‘The arranged- 
-as-said edition .” And the names of Parliamentary Bills 
with their un-hyphened brief Titles are often susceptible 
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of a remarkably-ludicrous (and to-the-uninitiated the 
apparently proper) reading. Again, 


« As I went up the street, I saw a bird fly out of a 
man’s mouth ” is true , for the bird was never in the man’s 
mouth , so if-it-flew it would fly out of it: Bat ‘“E saw it 
fly-out-of a man’s mouth” asserts the marvel of the flight 
passing through the mouth, because out-of is hyphened 
to the active intransitive verb and therefore partakes of its 
active intransitive quality. As ‘“ shoot across the bay ” 
means simply to shoot on the other side , but ‘‘shoot-across 
the bay ” renders-“ across” an active adverb, and ‘-the- 
-bay ” the object to be shot-across . 








In thus expanding the means of imparting a fixed 
expression and signification to silent surface-language , no 
directions are given ‘by any analytical process or system 
of rules! to enable the thoughtless and inobservant to 
point with accuracy and with ease. The ratios-of-connex- 
ion give the only real certain rule , and are only seen by 
perfectly understanding the intended signification of the 
composition , and by having a mathematical perception of 
every degree and variety of connexion, or separation , 
throughout: Acquaintance with syntax and logic may 
be indispensible , and are superior to any rules that can be 
given; and mathematical discipline, especially the study 
of geometrical ratios, may, for high proficency, be a 
preparation that will habituate the mind to the requisite 
reflection and concentration . 


The author of this has just been attending to the 
printing of a small pocket edition of “The Sermon in the 
Mount” pointed according to the rules herein advocated :- 
it may serve as a sample of the stringency of the but-one- 
-ineaning quality the extended system can impart :—But 
this system will display its capability !to the greatest 
admiration and the grandest effect! in involved argument- 
ative debate and in splendid historic description ,— 
nevertheless it is alike adapted to invigorate the elaborate 
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effusions of the poetic! and the plainest compositions of 
“common sense .” . 


In the present treatise , the subject has been confined 
to the grouping points: rhetorical points of accent - 
emphasis - contrast - sentiment - speed - loudness - tone - 
&c., however conducive to proper effect in reading , have 
scarcely been touched ,— such belong to the province 
of the rhetorician, and are ‘so much dependent on a good 
and well-cultivated taste! that the utmost skill in elocution- 
ary science may be deemed essential to any who would 
venture to treat sytematically on the silent surface- 
representation of these glorious attributes of Oratory. 
But, should only the connexional punctuation ‘amended 
and expanded as now advocated] be immediately and 
gladly accepted and as-far-as-may-be adopted, the writer 
will rejoice that his attention to-the-subject has not been 
directed in vain. 


From the precédent remarks it may to-some appear 
that the punctuation recommended isa fine-art to be 
acquired only by tedious study and application, and 
therefore useless for ordinary purposes: to such, a few 
observations may be of benefit:—Though the precise 
punctuation may to-the-utmost expedite the transmission 
of information to the mind, any approximation-to-it will 
have its proportionate similar effect; and consequently 
mere approximation is better than no punctuation , as no 
punctuation is better than points misplaced. And, though 
the joint efforts of the highly-gifted and his interpreter 
the point-placer (or group-displayer) may not together 
produce a Twurner’s perspectively-faultless perfection 
to gloriously contrast with the !chinese-picture like1 
disjointed sententiousness of but-ordinary minds, yet 
have-not near-approximating combinations instantly and 
simultaneously ‘struck the reading-world| with admira- 
tion, and conferred-on-authors immortal renown ?—Nay, 
to grasp-at perfection is every man’s duty :—and, 
though our Saviour’s precept ‘‘ Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father-which-is-in-heaven is perfect” may 
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brightest culminate in the daily cross-bearing virtues of 
Jove and mercy, yet, when we see how our heavenly 
Father's glorious perfections, in our limited view , trans- 
cend-the-human with-contrast-grandest in his poising, 
in “unfathomed” illimitable space , of stars and planets 
in an apparently-eternal beautiful and intelligent order, ‘to 
the study and elucidation of which? our Mathematicians, 
with Newton as their captain and lawgiver (to whom what 
vast praise and gratitude we owe), ‘have obtained the key 
and mapped-out to-us the way—and when we see how 
mathematic skill, applied to statics , can divert the army- 
-defying watercourse, - tunnel the earth ,- !sub-street rail- 
way | our metroplis, and, above-all, distinguish astral from 
solar time, and foreshew the moment of the eclipses of 
Jupiter’s Satellites and the erratic paths and periods of 
the cometary orbits,—where is the man that shall say we 
have already attained, or as near as we may or ought, 
to the perfection of our heavenly Father, whilst the line 
and order of progress we may advance-in are those of 
heaven and of that mathematic truth which [conferred 
immortal honour! on Sir Isaac Newton and his coadjutors ; 
and that, amongst the millions of readers the school is 
producing over the earth, there shall not be this facility 
granted for mental acquirements , at-the-same-time that the 
scientific and learned participate in the boon ? 


We now give an example space-grouped , 


Howour. 
Shakespeare . 
Let none presume 
To wear an undeserved dignity . 
Oh that estates - degrees and offices 
Were not derived corruptly ; - that clear honour 
Were purchased by the merit-of the wearer ! 
How many then should cover that stand bare! 
How many be commanded that command! 
How much low peasantry would then be glean’d 
From the true seed of honour! How much honour 
Pick’d from the chaff and ruin of the times , 
To be new-varnish’d ! 


To shew susceptibility of variety with equal accuracy , 
the extra space, after “cover” and “ commanded”, 
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here is adopted instead of grouping 'many then should 
cover), as the reading must express “ many that stand” 
and not “ should cover-that-stand ”; and also must express 
“many that command” and not that many have a 
command commanded them: the thats are relative nom- 
-inative pronouns, and not adjectival to an objective noun. 


Connexionally grouped as are the integral parts of the 
following paragraph (and such grouping might be continued 
throughout the same, or any other, Act), I take 
it that [if the arrangement of ie points in the order of 
their connecting and separating gradation strictly defined 
were enforced by Statute? an instant perception of Statute- 
-signification would be much more general, and much 
greater definiteness might then be attained: it is from 
24 & 25 Vict. Cap. 109. To render-the-marks as few 
as may be, grouping-by-space has been adopted ; and what 
has been stated may perhaps suffice to shew the advantage 
gained . 

“WHEREAS the Salmon Fisheries of England have of-late-Years 
been greatly injured, and for the Purpose of increasing the suppiy 
of Salmon it is expedient to amend the Laws relating to Fisheries 
ef Salmon in England: Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most 
Excellent Majesty , by and with the advice and Consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in this present Parliament 
assembled and by the Authority of the same, as follows:” 
Connexionally grouped too , we read , 

“¢ Josephine had !married-her-daughter to her brother-in-law! 
in order to retain-her by her side.” 
Surely the former two hyphens (in ‘“ married-her-daugh- 
ter’) are more required than the two in “ brother-in-law”, 
yet ‘in the recently-published Memoirs of Queen 
Hortense! the latter two form all the punctuation in the 
sentence, which by-ignorance might be variously read to 
half-a-dozen meanings. As another specimen we will try 
the Poet James Montgomery ’s ‘“‘ Home ” closely pointed. 


THERE is a land, of-every-land the pride, 
Beloved-by-heaven o’er all the world beside; 
Where brighter-suns disperse serener light , 
And milder-moons emparadise the night: 

A land of beauty - virtue - valour - truth - 
Time-tutor’d age and love-exalted youth. 
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The wandering mariner, whose eye explores 

The wealthiest isles - the most-enchanting shores , 
Views-not a realm so beautiful and fair , 

Nor breathes the spirit of a purer air ; 

In every clime , the magnet-of-his-soul-, 

Touch’d by remembrance , trembles to that pole: 
For Tin this land-of-heaven’s-peculiar-grace-, 

The heritage of Nature's noblest race ,1 

There is a spot-of-earth supremely blest , 

A dearer- - sweeter-spot than all the rest, 

Where man, creation’s tyrant , casts aside 

His sword and sceptre - pageantry and pride, 
While in-his-soften’d-looks benignly blend 

The sire - the son - the husband - brother - friend ;— 
Here woman reigns ; the mother - daughter - wife 
Strew with-fresh-flowers the narrow-way of life ! 

In the clear heaven of her delightful eye , 

An angel-suard of-loves-and-graces lie ; 
Around-her-knees domestic-duties meet , 

And fireside-pleasures gambol at her feet. 

Where shall that land - that spot-of-earth be found ? 
Art thou a man ?-a patriot ? Look around ! 

O thou shalt find, howe’er thy footsteps roam , 
That-land THY counTRY, and that-spot THY HOME ! 


From what has been now argued , it will appear that a 
number-of-rules , as ordinarily given for placing commas 
and colons , are but delusive and perplexing; as every 
point depends upon its neighbouring points, and its 
influence extends to its next greater precédent-point; and 
so, after acquiring the knowledge of the relative values of 
all the points , expertness at punctuation , though to be, 
like other acquirements, perfected by practice, is solely 
the work of the understanding and judgment. 


The extension-of-the-art now recommended is to-a- 
-many No NovELTY;—for previous recommendations 
have appeared not-only in The Mechanics’ Magazine, 
March 11th, 1843, and July 27th, 1844; but also, at the 
desire of one of the Pitman’s , in their hie | Journal, 
August, 1847, from-which in-proof the following is a 
revised extract . 

“The I difference between the-commonly-practised- 
-modes-of-pointing and the-one-I-propose! is similar ta 
that between [a drawing representing a scene perspec= 
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tively-correct-throughout! and fone* which if-divided-into- 
-parts might in-every-part be correct, but is altogether 
incorrect in-every-part when joined-together and viewed as 
a whole!: for I find that ‘with but two-or-three additions 
to our present points’ punctuation may be divested of 
equivocation , ifthere be a due attention to verbal arrange- 
ment. I think that a system-of-verbal-gravitation-or- 
-centralization may be proved to exist in every invulnerable 
argument and well-arranged discourse, and may be 
represented with-mathematical-accuracy by points posses- 
sing numerically-specified powers ,—the power-of-every- 
-point extending to-the-next-point-of-superior-power but 
no further—points-of-equal-power, with none-of-superior- 
-power intervening, balancing-each-other and inclosing 
parenthetically some subordinate clause whose words are 
more softly (or in a subdued, or suitably-altered , tone) 
delivered or read, so that the precédent-and-the-suceeding 
words in-reading coalesce by continuity of tone, &c., as 
flowing in a reconnected streaam.—With a language 
susceptible of so much improvement, how can we hope-for- 
-faithfulness and acquire-confidence in our social relations 
—even in the diffusion of knowledge—unless we are 
progressively adapting-such-language to the increasing 
wants of an increasing population ? unless ‘something of 
the truthfulness of mathematical formula] enter into the 
language of our regal laws and of our commercial 
communication ,—progressively approximating-them to 
invulnerable integrity—discarding equivocal-or-ambiguous 
words and points, or reinforcing-what-we-have by the 
addition of such others as shall relieve-the-reader from the 
office of applying-to-them that meaning (from amongst 
their several meanings) which shall best agree with the but- 
-supposed intention-of-their-composer, - their grammatical 


* This cannot be correctly called ‘‘a drawing ”; but a collection 
of a series of drawings each arranged as in its archetype—each- 
-drawing representing a sentence , and the Tunperspective conjunc- 
tion-of-drawings on a flat surface? resembling a complete 
composition excepting the punctuation which, like the perspective 
to the before-mentioned collection of but-separately perspective 
Drawings , is wanting. 
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construction, or - his preconceived opinions or prejudice ? 
The comma (,) has been used both for ellipsis and as.a 
separating point :—for separating , the-extent-of-its-power 
is often restricted (on the first-uttered side) to the precé- 
dent word—as when an explanatory word-or-group applies 
to only that word ; and it has had, though still unspaced- 
-from the precédent word , its power extending to two-or- 
-more words or to the next point of greater power than 
itself, and yet all without any distinguishing mark to 
exhibit any of the various limits of its influence ;—the 
comma has been used, too, as a group-terminator—sepa- 
rating-the-nominative-and-verb because of the want of the 
new points (' 1) to inclose “ nominatival” groups. ‘The 
alterations-I-propose are perhaps susceptible of much 
improvement, but I believe they are what may be most 
readily adopted with the least present expence. Some 
may object to the points as destructive of typographical 
neatness ; but is not ! sacrifice of the beauty of the printed 
page! Ithus made at the shrine of unerring truth! well 
and amply rewarded by the “Spirit of Truth” thus 
imparted to it, and especially-so if it but stimulate 
moral emulation of the intellectual progress so facilitated 
by such typographic regeneration. ‘The following* is an 
arrangement in-which the word-separating space is classed 
as a point of the word-joining species: though without 
any lineal representation , it certainly has the property of 
the hyphen (in a degree less powerful) of word-connecting 
by its sole intervention ; and each word-space is of equal 
power throughout a group, but is of greater word-coalescing 
power in-enclosed-groups than at their exterior—the ex- 
terior group-enclosers showing that the enclosed words 
coalesce more closely than the group-they-form does with 
the neighbouring word, though there be merely a word- 
-distinguishing space between them .” 
* The lady- and gentleman- visitors were also invited :” 

Here the hyphens shew that “ visitors” compounds-with 
the thus-rendered-adjectival nouns lady and gentleman , 
both singular (as in “ mile-stones ” - “1 2-foot rulel” &c.) 





*The quotation does-not extend to-these , as they are on page 9. 
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Joseph Lovemuch’s ‘ King’s Messengers’ -‘ Jewell’s Apology * 
y § King Edward I.’s Life’ &c. 


Here 'the space before the ’s after the possessive name! is 
because its application is to more-than-one next precedent 
word: and its separateness leaves the full possessive noun 
more-properly plain and entire. The possessive cases, in 
the then-succeeding Titles of J. L.’s Books , being single- 
-word ones, have the ’s of-each joined close to their 
respective nouns , 


Grouping has been shewn ! without the bounders “! 171, 
bounding with extra blank-space only , which in-writing 
is better and more time-saving ; but in-typography 


has rather the appearance of droppage, and requires. 


more vigilance over the type-compositor. The use of 
Capitals, as in the authorized Translation of the Bible 
and in the Royal Statutes , well and neatly exhibits some 
special mid-sentence group-beginnings, and should be 
duly honoured: for precedent is only idolized when its 
“Amitation is a hinderance or a stumbling-block . 


And now, to display the subject in its supreme 
importance, let us apply it to some of the solemn and 
awfully-uttered words that God spake on Mount Sinai. 
Take Exodus, xx.7. Oratorically , 


*¢ Thou shalt-not I'take the name of the Lorn thy God" in vain : 

for the Lord will-not !hold-him guiltless| that taketh-his-name in 
vain. 
Thus, whilst ‘the oratorical emphases and accents of 
prominence and contrast] are left to the acquired dis- 
cernment of the reader , the connexions are distinctly and 
unequivocally shewn. The “ not”s are, both, adverbial 
of the auxiliaries (shalt and will);- “ in vain”, the grand 
emphatic adverb of the compulsory declaration, is adverbial 
of the negative compound verb comprised in the verbal 
group “ shalt-not take the name of the Lorp thy God”: 
and by-mere-contrajunction we avoid the appearance of 
‘ God in vain’ in the direct order of verbal succession . 


“f He that exalteth himself] shall be abased , but ‘he 
that humbleth himself] shall be exalted.” In our 


—s_ 
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authorized Bible-translation, the himself’s are grouped as 
the nominatives of “shall be abased” and “shall be 
exalted ”; the word is synonymously both nominative and 
objective (though his-self might as-well (analogically) 
distinguish the nominative). Himself is, however , placed 
as the emphatic-nominative , allowing “exalteth ” and 
“humbleth ” to be applied indifferently, thus ‘‘ He-that- 
-exalteth himself-shall-be-abased ”: now, of the pride and 
arrogance and neglect-of-worth one has known so much 
complaint-of in Christians . what conscience-guide knows 
how much the Press-Superintendents have been the 
cause? But, grouping-the-himselfs to their precédent 
verbs , they are clearly objective , and thus a plain promise 
fof promotion to meekness and humility? is depicted . 


What suggestions-for-jesting the college-youth finds in 
such “loosely-grouped” phrases as “saddle me the ass ’;— 
and how simply the actually-compound verb is shewn by 
hyphening: as !in “ Pay to-me your debt ” or “ Pay for- 
-me my debts”!, ‘omitting the prepositions and compound- 
ing the verb! shortening to “ Pay-me your debt ”-‘‘Pay-me 
my debts’”’ (though this last phrase, may seem perhaps 
unprecedentedly “awkward”). But if, instead of «Saddle 
for-me the ass”, we, omitting the preposition , hyphen- 
-“‘me” to the verb, making it “ Saddle-me the ass ”, the 
false-literal is rectified to the oratorical , and the significa- 
tion is clearly intelligible.—One of the most important 
services of junctive pointing may be shewn in four words, 
“for-ever and ever.” If the Church-of-England keep, 
and her clergy read, “ for ever and ever,” they, by a 
plurality of evers, expressly-“ define” ever as a finite 
period : but ! with the first two words hyphened together] 
both [the tendency-to-, and also the elsewhere-shewn 
duration expressed by the term, EVER! are denoted, 
(of-course “‘ and” being emphatic more than equally with 
“for”, and the repeated “ever” re{ajd in the subdued 
repeated-word tone; thus for-ever-,-anD-ever). 


The Douay- and Rheims- Bible excels-the-authorized 
in shewing the terminations of quotation- and sayings- 
-groups, giving-them in Italic contrast to the Roman 
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types: and the authorised-Bible precedent has seem- 
ingly ever been despised, and subsequent practice been 
diametrically the reverse thereof, in the adoption of italic 
for the unimportant idiom-suiting words which, un- 
translated from the original text, are introduced into and 
stand as-it-were emphatically amongst the really-translated 
words, a conspicuous anomaly peculiar to the Bible. 


One “point” in grouping is (not the mere stopping 
and hyphening , but) the one-word forming, unhyphenedly 
compounding several into one. ‘This has been partly 
shewn in the double prepositions “in to” - “into” &c., 
but “ every thing” becomes “ everything ”- “ any one ”- 
“anyone,” - “free thinker” - “ freethinker ,” - “ after 
thought” - afterthought,” &c.; and herein can much ex- 
pressiveness be lost by timid deference to the lexicographer 
on this “point”: for as to be wholly in oratorically 
ratio-proportioned order is the intended object of the 
sequent groups of words, !to effect such result’ the 
combinations must slacken, or more closely adhere, 
according to the entire and general perspective-like ratios 
oratorically required in the whole reading; as in-Music 
though we divide a minim into two crotchets , or a quaver 
into four demi-semi quavers or vice versa , yet the musical 
measure of-each-bar after-all contains but the same specified 
limit-of-time as before , however we increase or lessen the 
number of the syllable-like notes. But, as in-music 
perfection requires a judgment-pleasing unity - a sort of 
balance-on-a-centre or a duly-proportioned symmetry , so, 
in converting two words into but-one or vice versa, all 
should contribute its proportionate quota to the uniqueness 
in detail as well as in the more-massive group: ! balancing 
the sides? on the centres of syllogistic arguments; or in 
well-balanced-contrast setting-off it-may-be graceful eupho- 
niously-arranged narrative or description . 


Again, when a series of compounded members occur, it 
is well to append or prefix to-each-member its hyphen sign 
thereof: thus, Send to-me gold- and silver- bags - -purses 
and -boxes, shewing that the bags- purses and boxes are 
all for gold and silver, as likewise that the “gold” and 
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“silver”, hyphen-ended-ly shewing junction to the 
succeeding reversely-hyphened words, become but-ad- 
jectival to them, and so, thus steering clear of hazy 
misconception , we write with the easy success-assured-of 
confidence of an auditory-watching Orator . 


Disjunctive Punctuation may be defined as Word- 
-Balancing :— it is the counterpoisement of the contra-parts 
of a composition: the point is the fulcrum whereon the 
contrajacent words are balanced; the explanatory clause 
is a balance to the word or clause it explains ,—the infer- 
ence is the balance of the prémises of the syllogism. 
The subject - copula and predicate flow in an unstopped 
current , and admit of but-conjunctive punctuation; unless 
some parenthetical or explanatory clause intervene ,—re- 
quiring the set-off of counterbalancing disjunctive points ;— 
thus the sentence,-assertive may flow unstopped: but, 
wherever a point unbalanced or uncounterpoised occurs , 
it is the fulcrum on which the contra-acting side-“weights ” 
must balance-like swing; thus exhibiting centralization 
like gravitation , and shewing the perfect verisimilitude-of- 
-nature in verbal composition . 


In conclusion, 


The application of the proposed extension must tend 
to increase confidence in printed authority. Not one 
defect, in erroneous point-placing, has been adduced 
without at-the-same-time a sufficient and available remedy 
being presented: indeed, with the resources the newly- 
-introduced extension offers, stores of hidden lore may, 
by the diligent student , be unveiled! laws be divested of 
obscurity! yea [on this typographic vantage-ground1 
the exact Sciences - Arts - Divinity - History and Laws 
may be all the more securely guarded and the more 
successfully disseminated! Now ye objectors (if any) 
bring-forth your strongest reasons against our “ novelties’; 
and !if those your reasons cannot be refuted? then, but 
not till then, let such novelties be deservedly despised 
and ridiculed, or coldly treated with contemptuous 
indifference :—but, if, calmly investigated, it be found 
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that we herein move in the right direction , then defer-not 
the renovating process to another generation (nay, why to 
another day ?); but resolve, and that heartily , both to lend 
and to give to-it immediate aid proportionate to your 
resources and its worth ;—that England may herein 
(in her Royal Statutes) exemplify to the nations; 
that greater transparency and truthfulness be imparted 
to our literature,—that as-do-other-arts Typography also 
advance, and be no longer clogged and shackled by a 
terror of confronting the stop-progress tyranny of a 
stand-still inadequate nigh-antiquated precedency . 


Nay! how can we require our decorations - our carpentry 
and manufactures of the newest style and of the most- 
-exquisite and perfect finish, and let word-joinery be 
inadequately dovetailed ,. the table-leg far-off from the 
centre of gravity ; and our “ perspicuity ” be all zig-zag in 
its ‘perspective,’ - the fine ‘ face ’-reflecting mirror exhibit- 
ing a physiognomy distorted to no mere dissimilitude, but 
to a face double broad or to some dismal grin ? 


No: surely they who-have-means ought to cultivate 
their own discernment , and patronize the best in every 
department of production :—the department of language 
cannot be considered inferior to any other department of 
the arts and sciences: let then the words-of-truth increase 
in truthfulness; for, whilst a lying tongue is but for a 
moment , “ the lip-of-truth shall be established for ever .” 
(Prov. xii. 19.). The 'mispunctuation of preceptive 
composition! may be likened to the obstructive beam 
which we cast-out from-our-own-eye in order to impart 
efficacy to our endeavours to extirpate what obstructs the 
perceptivity of others. 

To some young aspirant-for-authorship-and-perfection 
to whom it is perhaps unknown or unthought of, it may 
prove as profitable as perhaps striking to state that Holy 
Scripture, respecting verbal perfection , asserts, with an 
applicability no-doubt transferable to the pen, that “he 
that loveth pureness of heart [for the grace of his lips] the 
king shall be his friend .” 
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